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Preamble

Whereas 

Whereas 

Whereas 

Whereas 

Whereas we the people of Namibia -

Now therefore,



2

CHAPTER 1

The Republic

Territory

Article 2 National Symbols
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Article 3 Language

CHAPTER 2

Citizenship

Article 4 Acquisition and Loss of Citizenship
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at the date of the birth of such persons and had been so resident 

or

requires the birth of such persons born after the date of Independence to 
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as the spouse of such person for a period of not less than ten (10) 

 (b) have been so resident in Namibia for a continuous period of not less than 
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(8) Nothing in this Constitution shall preclude Parliament from enacting legislation 

or

CHAPTER 3

Fundamental Human Rights and Freedoms

Article 5 Protection of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms

Article 6 Protection of Life
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Article 7 Protection of Liberty

Article 8 Respect for Human Dignity

Article 9 Slavery and Forced Labour
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Article 10 Equality and Freedom from Discrimination

Article 11 Arrest and Detention

that such persons shall not be deported from Namibia unless deportation is 

Article 12 Fair Trial
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 (e)  All persons shall be afforded adequate time and facilities for the 

Article 13 Privacy
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Article 14 Family

Article 15  Children’s Rights

(2) Children are entitled to be protected from economic exploitation and shall not 

the purposes of Article 9 hereof be deemed to constitute an arrangement or 

Article 16 Property
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Article 17 Political Activity

Article 18 Administrative Justice

Article 19 Culture
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Article 20 Education

Article 21 Fundamental Freedoms
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reasonable restrictions on the exercise of the rights and freedoms conferred 

Article 22 Limitation upon Fundamental Rights and Freedoms

for the purposes of expressing the revulsion of the Namibian people at such 
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(2) Nothing contained in Article10 here of shall prevent Parliament from 

Article 24 Derogation

 

 (c)  not more than one (1) month after the commencement of their detention 
and thereafter during their detention at intervals of not more than 
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(3) Nothing contained in this Article shall permit a derogation from or 

Article 25 Enforcement of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms
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should the Court come to the conclusion that such rights or freedoms have 

CHAPTER 4

Public Emergency, State of National

Defence and Martial Law

Article 26 State of Emergency, State of National Defence and Martial Law

(1) At a time of national disaster or during a state of national defence or public 

after publication of the declaration unless before the expiration of that 

be in force until the expiration of a period of six (6) months after 
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CHAPTER 5

The President

Article 27  Head of State and Government
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President shall in the exercise of his or her functions be obliged to act in 

Article 27A  Composition of the Presidency
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succession shall not be regarded as a term for the purposes of Sub-Article (3) 
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 That I will strive to the best of my 
ability to uphold, protect and defend as the Supreme Law the Constitution of the Republic 
of Namibia, and faithfully to obey, execute and administer the laws of the Republic of 
Namibia;

That I will protect the independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and the material 
and spiritual resources of the Republic of Namibia; and That I will endeavour to the best 
of my ability to ensure justice for all the inhabitants of the Republic of Namibia. 

(in the case of an oath)

So help me God.”

Article 31 Immunity from Civil and Criminal Proceedings

omission alleged to have been perpetrated in his or her personal 
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Article 32 Functions, Powers and Duties

the President shall address Parliament on the state of the nation and on the 

 (b) determine the times for the holding of special sessions of the National 

 (g) establish and dissolve such Government departments and ministries as 
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Article 33 Remuneration
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Article 34 Succession

provided for in this Sub-Article act as President for the unexpired portion of 

enumerated in Sub-Article (1) hereof to act in his or her stead in respect of 

CHAPTER 6

The Cabinet

Article 35 Composition
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Article 36 Functions of the Prime Minister

Article 37 Deputy-Ministers

Article 40 Duties and Functions

of the State and its economic development plans and to report to the 
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 (l) to remain vigilant and vigorous for the purposes of ensuring that the 

Article 41 Ministerial Accountability
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Article 42 Outside Employment

(2) No members of the Cabinet shall use their positions as such or use information 

Article 43 Secretary to the Cabinet

CHAPTER 7

The National Assembly

Article 44 Legislative Power

Article 45 Representative Nature
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Article 46 Composition

described in Article 17 hereof shall be entitled to vote in the elections 
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and standing orders permitting or requiring such removal for good and 
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Article 49 Elections

Article 50 Duration

Article 51 Speaker
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Article 53 Quorum

Article 56 Assent to Bills

acquire the status of an Act of Parliament shall require the assent of the 
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Article 57 Dissolution

Article 58 Conduct of Business after Dissolution

and remain competent to perform the functions of a member until the 
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Article 59 Rules of Procedure, Committees and Standing Orders

Article 60 Duties, Privileges and Immunities of Members

(3) Rules providing for the privileges and immunities of members of the National 

Article 61 Public Access to Sittings
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thirds of all its members excluding such access to members of the public for 

Article 62 Sessions

Article 63 Functions and Powers

 (a) to approve budgets for the effective government and administration of 
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 (c) take such steps as it considers expedient to uphold and defend this 

 (i) to remain vigilant and vigorous for the purposes of ensuring that the 

Article 64 Withholding of Presidential Assent
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Article 65 Signature and Enrolment of Acts

Registrar of the Supreme Court and such copies shall be conclusive evidence 

Article 66 Customary and Common Law

Article 67 Requisite Majorities
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CHAPTER 8

The National Council

Article 68 Establishment

Article 69 Composition

(2) When a seat of a member of the National Council becomes vacant through 
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Article 74 Powers and Functions
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 (c) recommend legislation on matters of regional concern for submission 

entitled to conduct all such hearings and collect such evidence as it considers 

of the National Council both during the sittings of the National Council 

 (b) all members of the National Council shall regard themselves as servants 

(5) Rules providing for the privileges and immunities of members of the National 

Article 75 Review of Legislation
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(4) (a) If the National Council in its report to the Speaker recommends that the 

(4A) Sub-Article (4) shall mutatis mutandis

report of the National Council proposed that in such event amendments 

mutatis mutandis.
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the report of the National Council did not propose that in such event 

Article 76 Quorum
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CHAPTER 9

The Administration of Justice

Article 78 The Judiciary

Supreme Court shall be performed in such a manner that the independence of 



44

Article 79 The Supreme Court

of this Constitution and the fundamental rights and freedoms guaranteed 

Article 80 The High Court
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Article 81 Binding Nature of Decisions of the Supreme Court

A decision of the Supreme Court shall be binding on all other Courts of Namibia and all 

Article 82 Appointment of Judges

(1) All appointments of Judges to the Supreme Court and the High Court shall 

or as ad hoc appointments to sit in cases involving constitutional issues or the 

Justice it is desirable that such persons should be appointed to hear such 

Article 83 Lower Courts
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(3) If the Judicial Service Commission considers that the question of removing a 
Judge of the Supreme Court or the High Court under this Article ought to be 

 (b) shall enquire into the matter and report on the facts thereof to the Judicial 

(4) If the deliberations of the Judicial Service Commission pursuant to this 

such Judge shall not participate in the deliberations and the President shall 

Article 85 The Judicial Service Commission
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regulations for the purposes of regulating its procedures and functions as are 

(5) A quorum at a meeting of the Judicial Service Commission shall be three 

Article 86 The Attorney-General

Article 87 Powers and Functions of the Attorney-General

Article 88 The Prosecutor-General
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 (b)  to prosecute and defend appeals in criminal proceedings in the High 

(3) If the Judicial Service Commission considers that the question of removing 
the Prosecutor-General under this Article ought to be investigated it shall 

 (b) shall enquire into the matter and report on the facts thereof to the Judicial 



49

CHAPTER 10

The Ombudsman

Article 89 Establishment and Independence

Article 91 Functions
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such complaints relate to the failure to achieve a balanced structuring of 

allege that violations of fundamental rights and freedoms under this 

 (dd) bringing proceedings in a competent Court for an interdict 

 (ee)  bringing proceedings to interdict the enforcement of such 

letter or the spirit of this Constitution and to make consequential 
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Article 92 Powers of Investigation

(3)  If the Judicial Service Commission considers that the question of removing 
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 (b)  shall enquire into the matter and report on the facts thereof to the Judicial 

CHAPTER 10A

Anti-Corruption Measures

Article 94A  Anti-Corruption Measures
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CHAPTER 10B

Electoral Commission of Namibia

Article 94B Electoral Commission of Namibia

CHAPTER 11

Principles of State Policy

Article 95 Promotion of the Welfare of the People
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 (c)  active encouragement of the formation of independent trade unions to protect 

 (f)  ensurance that senior citizens are entitled to and do receive a regular pension 

 (k)  encouragement of the mass of the population through education and other 
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Article 96 Foreign Relations

Article 97 Asylum

Article 98 Principles of Economic Order

inter alia

Article 99  Foreign Investments
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Article 100 Sovereign Ownership of Natural Resources

Article 101 Application of the Principles contained in this Chapter

CHAPTER 12

Regional and Local Government

Article 102 Structures of Regional and Local Government
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of an Act of Parliament in order to advise the President on the control and 

Article 103 Establishment of Regional Councils

Article 104 Boundaries Delimitation and Demarcation Commission
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Article 105 Composition of Regional Councils

Article 106 Regional Council Elections

(4) All Regional Council elections for the various regions of Namibia shall be 

 Members of 
Regional Councils

Article 108 Powers of Regional Councils
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Article 109  Management Committees

Article 110A  Administration and Functioning of Regional Councils

casual vacancies on Regional Councils and the manner of appointing staff 
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Article 110B Regional Governors

(5) A Regional Governor shall attend a meeting of the Regional Council of the 

meeting shall occur after the President and Cabinet attend Parliament in 

assign further functions to Regional Governors and Regional Governors 

Article 111  Local Authorities
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CHAPTER 13

The Public Service Commission

Article 112  Establishment

function of advising the President on the matters referred to in Article 113 
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Article 113 Functions

CHAPTER 14

The Security Commission

Article 114 Establishment and Functions

 (a) to make recommendations to the President on the appointment of the 
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CHAPTER 15

The Defence Force, The Police Force, The Intelligence 
Service and The Correctional Service

Article 115  Establishment of the Defence Force

Article 116 Chief of the Defence Force

Article 117  Removal of the Chief of the Defence Force
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Article 118  Establishment of the Police Force

Article 119 The Inspector-General of Police

members of the police force to be investigated and prosecuted and to ensure 

Article 120 Removal of the Inspector-General of Police

Article 120A Establishment of the Intelligence Service
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Article 121  Establishment of the Correctional Service

Article 122  Commissioner-General of Correctional Service

of indiscipline among members of the correctional service to be investigated 

Article 123  Removal of the Commissioner-General of Correctional Service

CHAPTER 16

Finance

Article 124  Transfer of Government Assets

Article 125  The State Revenue Fund

1979 (Proclamation 85 of 1979) and Section 31(1) of Proclamation R 101 of 
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(2) All income accruing to the central Government shall be deposited in the 

(3) Nothing contained in Sub-Article (2) hereof shall preclude the enactment of 

Article 126  Appropriations

Article 127  The Auditor-General
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CHAPTER 17

Central Bank and National Planning Commission

Article 128  The Central Bank

(3) Nothing in this Constitution is construed as to prevent the enactment of 

Article 129  The National Planning Commission

Planning Commission and the principal adviser to the President in regard to 
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CHAPTER 18

Coming into force of the Constitution

Article 130 Coming into Force of the Constitution

CHAPTER 19

Amendment of the Constitution

Article 131  Entrenchment of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms

repeal or amendment diminishes or detracts from the fundamental rights and freedoms 

Article 132  Repeal and Amendment of the Constitution

Proclamation make the bill containing the proposed repeals and/or 
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 (c)  If upon the holding of such a referendum the bill containing the 

(4)  No repeal or amendment of this Sub-Article or Sub-Articles (2) or (3) hereof 

131 hereof of the fundamental rights and freedoms contained and 

CHAPTER 20

The Law in Force and Transitional Provisions

Article 133  The First National Assembly

Article 134  Election of the First President
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Article 135  Implementation of this Constitution

Article 136  Powers of the National Assembly prior to the Election of a National  
Council

 (b)  this Constitution shall be construed as if no functions had been vested 

elections to the National Council and its functioning after such elections 

Article 137  Elections of the First Regional Councils and the First National Council

and shall require the Delimitation Commission to determine boundaries of 
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(5)  Elections for Local Authorities in terms of Article 111 hereof shall be held 

Article 138  Courts and Pending Actions

President and Judges of the High Court of Namibia under Article 82 hereof 



72

pending in such Courts at the date of Independence shall be continued 

South West Africa shall be deemed to have been noted to the Supreme 
Court of Namibia and shall be prosecuted before such Court as if that 

of Namibia and the appeal had been noted to the Supreme Court of 

the date of Independence shall be continued as if such prosecutions had 
been initiated after the date of Independence in Courts of the Republic 

 (d)  All crimes committed in Namibia prior to the date of Independence 

 (c)  all persons having the right of audience before the High Court shall 
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 (d)  three (3) Judges shall constitute a quorum of the Supreme Court 

Article 139  The Judicial Service Commission

the President shall appoint a second Judge to be a member of the Judicial 

functioning of the Judicial Service Commission appointed under Sub- Article 

Article 140  The Law in Force at the Date of Independence
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construed as a reference to the Public Service Commission referred to in 

(5)  For the purposes of this Article the Government of the Republic of South 
Africa shall be deemed to include the Administration of the Administrator-

such Administration shall be deemed to be a reference to the President of 

Article 141  Existing Appointments

prior to the date of Independence shall be deemed to be a reference to the 
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Article 142  Appointment of the First Chief of the Defence Force, the First Inspector-
General of Police and the First Commissioner- General of Correctional 
Service

Article 143  Existing International Agreements

CHAPTER 21

Final Provisions

Article 144  International Law

Article 145  Saving

(1)  Nothing contained in this Constitution shall be construed as imposing upon 

(2)  Nothing contained in this Constitution shall be construed as recognising in 
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Article 147  Repeal of Laws

Article 148  Short Title
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SCHEDULE 1

Oath/Affirmation of Judges

of Namibia I will defend and uphold the Constitution of the Republic of Namibia as 
the Supreme Law and will fearlessly administer justice to all persons without favour or 
prejudice and in accordance with the laws of the Republic of Namibia.

(in the case of an oath)

So help me God.”

SCHEDULE 2

PART A

Oath or Affirmation of The Vice-President, Prime 
Minister and Deputy-Prime Minister
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PART B

Oath or Affirmation of Ministers And Deputy-Ministers

SCHEDULE 3

Oath/Affirmation of Members of the National Assembly and the 
National Council

Republic of Namibia and its people and I solemnly promise to uphold and defend the 
Constitution and laws of the Republic of Namibia to the best of my ability.

(in the case of an oath) So help me God.”

SCHEDULE 4

Election of Members of the National Assembly
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SCHEDULE 5

Property Vesting in the Government of Namibia
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and thereupon the said title deed shall serve and avail for all purposes as proof of 

SCHEDULE 6

The National Flag of the Republic of Namibia

SCHEDULE 7

Implementation of this Constitution
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SCHEDULE 8

Repeals of Laws

23 of 1980)
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Amendments to the Namibian Constitution

First Amendment

Second Amendment

Third Amendment
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The Constitution of the Republic of Namibia 
A Blueprint for Human Rights

to elect 72 representatives from 10 parties to draft a Constitution for an 

The Members Of The Constituent Assembly
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National Symbols of Namibia
Introduction
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SWAPO OF NAMIBIA



86

D.T.A OF NAMIBIA
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NAMIBIA NATIONAL FRONT

NATIONAL PATRIOTIC FRONT OF NAMIBIA

AKSIE CHRISTELIK NASIONAAL

UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT OF NAMIBIA
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National Coat of Arms

National Seal
Unity, Liberty, Justice 
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National Flag

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Presidential Standard

National Anthem
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